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SHOCKS Assignment.
1. Situation for the blacks after the war for independence; most of the blacks were free from slavery after the war, from being the property of their previous masters, as General Carleton insisted that they were no longer any man’s property. Nevertheless the blacks were granted only a stinted freedom, denying them political freedom (pg 357).
2. Life in Canada compared to the newly independent colonies immediately following the end of the Revolutionary war attracted a lot of emigrants from the United States, as the Upper Canada offered better soil and warmer climate, which led to the rapid development of new homesteads (pg 363).
3. Trade restrictions by the British made the Articles of Confederation a framework of compromise and weakness. The patriot leaders had  hoped the independence would bring greater prosperity through free trade with the rest of the world (pg 386)
4.   Land speculators were able to profit enormously after the war ended by evading to pay taxes to their states, which led the Congress to run out of money, which in turn led to the loss of respect for the Congress (pg331).
5.  When the war was over, the patriot soldiers were left on their own in North America, as the parliament would no longer support them financially (pg 331)       
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  To replace the Articles of Confederation, it was proposed that a new class of men commonly known as ‘gentlemen,’ who were known by their wealth, talents, education, families or their offices, were to govern the people (pg393).
One of the provisions of the constitution that was adopted protected only the rich was the one granting sovereignty to the people, which in this case the people represent the men with property. The state constitution insisted that only men with property could vote or hold office, which amounted to about two- thirds of white men who qualified to vote (pg 398)
The supporters of the of the proposed constitution managed to get it ratified in the face of strong opposition after them denying to vote to anyone who would not take an oath to support it, which excluded at least a third of the potential electorate, including Quakers who refused to take any oath ( pg399- 400).
